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OLD FAST PAPER

By Jarvis Erickson
Alderwood Manor, Washington

The great diversity of the automobile since the
turn of the century lends itself to an almost
limitless number of items for the collector. There
are spark plugs, license plates, hub caps, literature,
name plates . . . the choices are endless. I have seen
a collection of over one hundred Model T water
pumps; another of seventy-five T timers.

Even the collecting of literature has many areas.
Today the trend seems to be more modern, with
the muscle cars and collector cars. We seem to be
going through a nostalgia kick.

Auto racing has its separate collectors. The
early years of racing are divided into Professional
and Amateur. The Ford, for the most part, must be
the amateur. Most Ford racers and speedsters were
built to be driven on the street while dreaming of
the big time.

This piece will be about Model T Speedster
literature, or as Neal East calls it, “Old Fast
Paper. Well also include a collectible or two.

Robert M. Roof, who called himself Chief
Engineer, began advertising in quantity by 1917.
He continued with several name changes until after
World War II. T have seen over 100 different pieces
which he had printed. These are not just the ads in
magazines, but hand-out sheets and brochures.

Magazines from 1919 until the end of the Model
T Ford era, that car-oriented people might read,
had a continuous series of ads on building a Model

T speedster. The more popular names, such as
Rajo, Fronty, Roof, Ames, Morton & Brett, and
Mercury, changed these ads every issue. To collect
all of the different ads would require a lifetime.

An after market Ford magazine that started out
as The Ford Owner, went to The Ford Owner and
Dealer, and finally the Ford Dealers News, ran T
speedster advertising from the late teens to the end.
Consisting of how-to-do-it articles, speed tips, and
the latest in speedster ideas, two recent books have
been compiled just from the content of these
magazines. These old magazines still show up from
time to time at swap meets.

Areas of Speedster Literature to Look For

FACTORY LETTERS

When you wrote to the speedster companies in
answer to the ads they ran in Ford related
magazines, you might get a Factory Letter. It was
often four pages and would have their letter to you
on the cover page, and advertising for the product
on the other three pages. The Rajo letters quite
often were in color and are probably the most
attractive.

AUTOGRAPHS

Most of the companies were rather small so it
was possible to receive a letter addressed to you and
signed by the president. When you consider what



Factory

Letters

The factory letters are interesting because they are
one of the few places that color was used. As you
read them you will see that if you were the first
customer to inquire or respond to an ad from your
area, you could become a dealer and qualify for a
discount. It is interesting that the companies were
so small that the owners or designers were still
signing their letters personally.




autograph collectors pay for famous signatures,
these are a fantastic bargain.

ENVELOPES

If your letter brought a response in the form of
an envelope with a fancy return logo on the
envelope, I can imagine the thrill it must have
produced. Notice the race cars on the Craig-Hunt
envelope. (Later they became Speedway Engineer-
ing Co., at the same address.)

BROCHURES

These would include how-to-do-it manuals. The
small brochures titled, Complete Instructions for
Building a Fronty Ford Racing Car, by A.
Chevrolet, originally sold for $2.00, or were given
away free, but are now very scarce and expensive.

The Ford as a Racing Car, by P.W. Comelius,
1924, is the only one that might be considered a
book. Dividing its ninety-one pages into three
sections; (A) Chassis, (B) Power Plant, and (C)
General Information, it is a collecting treasure -
perhaps a fantasy.

Fronty catalog No. 81 had a red cover, and is rare.
It was issued February 15, 1927. Page seven has
an interesting comparison of the speeds you might
expect to reach. Fronty R, 96 mph; SR, 104 mph;
DO, 110 mph; straightaway. This is the only time |
have ever seen a company come out and give a
figure.

Collecting Old Fast Paper has many rewards.
The people you meet have usually kept a piece or
two of some speedster item from the 1920 s or
1930 s. I have been very lucky to see, photograph,
or record on tape their experiences. The Frontenac
catalog shown came from Mr. Vernice Cranfill. He
has become a friend, and he sent me this catalog
when he built his speedster. I especially like the
notation he had made on the cover, “Fronty Ford
Driver.

oy R

L May L. 1920
This Veids All Farmer Catalogs

The picture shown on the cover of catalog No. 80
has caused a lot of confusion. The picture usually
has a caption, “Ford seated in the car that placed
5th in 1923. This is true BUT the picture was taken
in 1924. Ford had agreed to be the race referee,
and since a Ford had placed fifth the year before,
all would be well. Also, the engine in the sole Ford
in the 1923 race was an S-R Fronty, not the double
overhead cam which was used on one of the
entries in 1924. The other two Fords in the 1924
race still used the S-R. The S-R Fronty in either
rocker arm or the single overhead cam configura-
tion is still thought to be the cream of the crop. Not
as pretty, but more reliable than the DO model.
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Autographs

Very trul;f youra,




Envelopes
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Original Photos

Photos, are a great addition to the
collecting of Fast Paper. Today most
speedsters look pretty much alike.
These pictures can be found in albums
and boxes of old pictures at local flea
markets.
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Snap shols or Post Cards,
called Real Photos, are a great
addition to the collecting of Fast
Faper. Today most speedsters
look pretty much alike. These
pictures can be found in
albums and boxes of old pic-
tures at local flea markets.

The two top pictures on this
page are speedsters built in the
Seattle area. The top picture is
a 16-valve Roof. The car with
the Gilmore tire cover had an 8-
valve Rajo. All of the speed
equipment, and one of the cars
still exists.

Assembly room of the Laurel
Motors Co. A skid of un-
machined 16-valve Roof heads.
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Brochures
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Promotional

Pieces

c Authorized
SALES Anvo SERVICE

CARBURFTORS

The Winfield sign is a beautiful porcelain sign with
blue and yellow lettering.

The stick pin pictures a pretty red-headed lady.
The lettering is as follows: “Ames of Owensboro
Pleasure Vehicles. Two varieties are known to
exist.

The Waukesha Motor Co. made the Waukesha
Ricardo speedster high compression head for T s.

While I was putting this material together I
received a letter from a friend in Arizona, Harry
Mann. He was kind enough to let me know about
the passing of a mutual friend, Chuck Condron. I
am very sorry to head this news. We had
corresponded for over twenty-five years and I had
the pleasure of meeting him one time. Long-time
speedster people, and readers of The Vintage Ford
will remember the double overhead cam four-port
Roof he designed and built. Volume 7, Number 4
(VP) had an excellent article on this conversion.

I would like to add a note. If there is anyone you
know that had experience in any part of the
automobile history, become an amateur historian
and try to capture their experiences either with a
camera or a tape recorder. When you realize that

15

Rigardo Hesd
{Racing)

we are roughly eighty years into the history of the
automobile, many of the early pioneers are no
longer with us.

Good hunting for Old Fast Paper. I would like to
thank those who let me use their material so thatI
could photograph it. Some belongs to the author,
and I am allowed to use the largest collection of
Model T Speedster literature in the world.

As usual I am so desperate to correspond about
Model T Speedsters that I will answer any letter or
whatever. I am especially looking for photos of T
speedsters taken during the ‘20 s and ‘30 s, as well
as anything on the Mercury Body Corporation of
Louisville, Kentucky. Please write to Jarvis, Box
2245, Alder-wood Manor, WA 98036. (206) 776-
2804.
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Speedway Engineering Co. had a rather clever
advertising piece. The top was folded over to form
the valve cover. Lift the flap and the top of the
engine with the rocker arms becomes exposed.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

The club does not issue new membership cards
each year at renewal time unless a card is
requested. This policy was adopted many years
ago after an extensive survey which indicated
that the vast majority of our members indicated
that such cards were of little use or interest. The
savings in printing, handling and postage costs
are substantial and are one reason our annual
dues remain relatively low.

Those members who would like a card may
obtain one by just sending a postage stamp with
their request. We will supply the envelope and
the new card at no charge.

MTFCA BUMPER STICKERS

“My Other Car is a Model T Ford bumper stickers are
now available. They are 12 long and 3 high, white with
blue printing, as shown above.

The price is just $1.00 each, postpaid, and the can be
ordered from the club at our Burbank address.

SWAP MEET
PROMOTIONAL KITS

The club has a few promotional kits available for
the asking, for use at swap meets and car shows
in an effort to promote interest and membership.
These kits include a MTFCA banner, application
brochures, sample copies of The Vintage Ford (for
display only), decals, patches, lapel pins, service
manuals and other items for sale.

If you would like to help the club, as well as make
a small profit on the sale items, please contact
our promotions chairman. These kits are only
available to our Chapters and other recognized
organizations within the United States. Shipping
costs preclude our shipping elsewhere.

For information or to order:
Ted Aschman
214 Morningside Dr.
Elitabethtown, KY 42701
(502) 769-3050

EVERY MEMBER get a MEMBER

There are thousands of Model T enthusiasts who
are not members of the MTFCA. Have you made
an effort to have them join?
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