By Harry Pulfer

THE
FIRST

June 4, 1896

The first car Henry Ford ever built, runs. It
is the result of years of experimenting with steam,
electricity and gas. He demonstrates his genius
from the start, and his instinct for doing what is
right. There were many more steam cars in use
during the period of experimentation, and more
electrics, too. Mr. Ford was a good steam man
and you have to believe he was well founded in
electricity too, since he worked for Edison Elec-
tric of Detroit, as the General Superintendent.
He could see the BTU s locked up in gasoline
and made the right decision - he would build
gas cars. Only in this way could man move great
loads long distances by pouring a liquid into a
container.

June 6, 1899
The second Ford car runs on the streets of

Detroit.

August 5, 1899

The Detroit Automobila Co. was authorized
to build cars. This was the first manufacturer
on record in the city that is now the capitol of
the automotive industry. Henry Ford was the

Designer and Engineer of this new company.

January, 1900
The first Delivery wagon is ready for testing
and there are seven others in the process.

November, 1900

Detroit Automobile Co. 1is out of business.
This company probably made twenty cars in all.
Ford is now 38 years old and this is his first
business failure. Watching Duryea, Olds and
Winton, he notes their success is in part due to

racing. He decides to build a race car.

May, 1901

Ford is building a racing car. This time he has
Bartel to help him and Spider Huff, who is to ride
with him to victory. He has the help of a good
many other bright young men too. He has the guts
or gall to decide that he can build a better, faster
car than the famous men already racing. He backs
his opinion with his own money, and comes up
with a compact horizontal two cylinder engine
with a seven-inch bore and a seven-inch stroke,
and fitted into a skeleton chassis. Instinct told
him how to get the horsepower up and the weight
down. How right he turned out to be!

Late Summer, 1901

The Driving Club of Detroit arranges to have
a fall meet at the Grosse Pointe Race Track, a
one-mile dirt track used for horse racing, located
near the Detroit River. This is out in the country.

October 9, 1901
Henry Ford posts his entrance fee. This is to
be a twenty-five mile Sweepstakes event.

Saturday, October 10, 1901

Tremendous excitement, many businesses
shut down, every car that can be run is on the
track. An enthusiastic crowd is on hand and ready
to view the first auto race ever held in Detroit.
Ford has never driven a racing car, he has never
been on the track before. People notice him take
a couple of fast laps with Tom Cooper riding
with him. Tom is the USA Bicycle Champion,
a wealthy man, and seems interested in this new
form of racing.

The First Event is a five-mile (five-lap) race
for steam cars and is won by Rollin White in a
White Steamer. The fastest mile is 1:52, or just
under 30 MPH.

Next Event is for Electrics. It takes as long
as four minutes for them to turn a lap, and the
crowd booes! Top speed: 15 MPH.

Then comes the One-Mile Match Race, won by
H. H. Lytle. A Ford car is dead last. This is the
first Ford ever to race, it s a poor portend for
the race to follow. This is probably one of the
commercial cars Ford is building this year.



At  this point  Alcxander  Winton  drives an
exhibition race against time in his 70 horsc-
power racer. This is the USA Champion, a man
who has gone to Europe to defend his title against
their best! He beats Henry Fournier s record of
1:13172) for a mile by a full second! Its a Worlds
record for a circular track. Newsmen note clouds
of dust and the loose dirt track.

Now comes the high point of the day - the
Challengc Race for the big Silvecr Punch Bowl
and $1000.00. The race is supposed to bc 25
miles but has to bc cut to ten because of the
late hour. Scvcral cars were entered including
Vanderbuilt s $15,000 Mercedes, and Buffam
with a car rated at 120 horsepower!

But, when the race started, it is just Winton
with Shanks as his mechanic, and Ford with
Spider Huff as his. From the start Winton takes
the lead; his experience is shown by his taking
the curves very smoothly! Ford slides into the
turns and has to cut the enginc to regain control.
Huff hangs way out to keep them from overturning!

At the three-mile mark, Winton is a good fifth
of a mile in the lead. By the sixth lap, Ford is
doing a bit better as he has learned control. Ford
passes Winton in the eighth lap and leads to the
finish. Time for the ten miles: 13:23-4/5. Fastest
mile: 1:20-4/5. Not bad for a first race!

The crowd goes wildl Ford is Thoisted wup on
their shoulders. Everyone Wwants to congratulate
him. Hc has caught the attention of wealthy men.
It is a very sweet victory. One Ford lost and
another Ford won. It is a great day for Henry!

On this day, Tom Cooper and a bicycle racer
by the mname of Bamey  Oldfield race against
time on a powered racing motorcycle.

Ford announces hc is through with racing.

Tom Coopcr announcs he is through with
bicycle racing; now is interested in race cars!

Barney Oldfield announces hc will go back to
Salt Lake city for the Wintcr Bike Races.
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