Oregon Trail Service Station. Mountain Home, ldaho

DIARY OF TWO BOYS AND A BUG
by Francis R. Everett
Meridian, Idaho

hiz is the story about a Model T and a trip

made in 1929 by two young men who set out to
see the TTBA in a 1918 Model T bug. One was my
father, Raymond Everett, age 20 and his brother,
Earl Everett age 23. They prew up in Seattle,
Washington and Mountain Home, Idahe and then
moved to Boise.

Some will ask, “what is a bug?” Well, the
building of custom cars started a long time ago.
These cars had hopped-up enginez and custom
bodies, which could be homemade or built by a
manufacturer such as Ames or Faultless. Known
as a “bug” in the twenties, they are more commonly
known as speedsters todoy.

This Model T bug in this story was built as
a dirt track racer by Frank Jackson of Mountain
Home, Idaho. He owned the first gas station and
garage in town, called Oregon Trail Service. Dad’s
first job was working for Frank Jackson.
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The bug raced dirt tracks in the West including
Hailey, ldaho and Salt Lake City, Utah. When the

car was “retired” from racing, my dad purchased
1t.

The Madel T bug which was built from a 1918
Ford. The frame was lengthened; it had a Maxwell
steering gear; shock absorbers; and a Stewart
Warner vacuum tank to draw gasoline from the
rear mounted gas tank.

My dad and Uncle BEarl decided to take a
trip to see the country and packed the bug with
camping gear and supplies. They started off on
May 16, 1929 from Boise on their adventure,
Selected excerpts from my dad's diary follows:

May 16: FIRST DAY OUT. BAD LUCK RIGHT FROM THE
START. LIMPED INTO MOUNTAIM HOME WITH A
BROHEMN ENGINE HANGER. WITH THAT FIXED, WE
WENT CON TO BRUNEAL., WE CROSSED 35 MILES
OF REAL BAD-LANDS, THE ROAD WAS VERY ROCKY,
ToOoH ABOUT 3 HODURS TO CROSS. THE NEXT 30
MILES WAS RETTER, WITH TWO OR THREE CREEKS,
BT WHERE WE STOPFED WE HAD TO MAKE A DRY
CAMP.

May 17: BETTER LuCkK TooDay, WE STOPPED AT
OWYHEE STORE IN DUCK VALLEY AND STAYED 3
HOURS AS THE MANM THERE WANTED HIS DELCO
FIXED. VERY HILLY COUNTRY BETWEEN DuCkK Val-
LEY AND ELKO, MEvADA, WE DIDN'T GET QUITE TO
ELKC TOMIGHT

My dad and Uncle Earl had different interests
as voung men., While dad was fascinated with
antomobiles, Earl's interest was in radios, As a
voung hoy growing up on a farm in rural ldaho,
Earl studied books about radios and eventually
was able to build his own ham receiver and
transmitter: Converting a chicken house 1o a
radin shack, he was able to talk to ham operators
arpund the world. Earls hobby led him to a career
in radio and television repair. Dads interest in
automobiles led to his career in auto repair and
automoehile restoration.

[ want to explain the three-hour stay in Duck
Valley. The “Delco” was a radio and Earl was able
to repair it for the storeowner in Owyhee. This
was pretty good for a self-taught young man of 23
vears old. (I hope the stare owner filled their gas
tank for them.}

May 18 TEN MINUTE DRIVE TO ELKD. WE TOOR
IN THE TOWRN FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS, THEW
DROVE TO WITHIN FORTY MILES OF SaLT LAKE
CiTY, UTAaH. WE CROSSED THE GREAT SALT LAKE

Cn the road someawhere between Brunaaw, [daho
and Elkn, Nevada




DESEHT WHICH Wwas 48 MILES LONG OF S00ID
SALT, FOUR FEET THICK. AFTER LEAVING THE FLAT
SALT BED IT WaAS STILL 35 MILES TO THE FIRST
WATER, MAKING 53 MILES BETWEEMN WATER.

Driving this streteh between Elke and Salt Lake
City, Earl ran off the road and made dad so npset
he wouldn’t let Earl drive the rest of the trip.

May 19 JUuST DROVE TO SalT LAKE CITY TODAY.
HaD TO PUT MEW BAMDS IMN AND FIX A TIRE

By the time they reached Zalt Lake they had
burned up the tranzmission bands. Dad relined
them with Johns-Mannville brake lining. They
chattered a little but lasted their entire trip.

May 20 VISITED SALT LakKeE CITY ALL DAY TODAY. VIS-
ITED THE AIRPORT AMD HAD OUR FIRST GLIMPSE
OF A 12FASSENGER FOKKER PLANE AMD SAW
HER TAKE OFF FOR LOS ANGELES. WE MNEXT VIS
ITED SALT AIR PAVILLICH. WHICH WAS NOT YET
OPEMN. RETURMIMNG TO TOWR WE WEMT T THE
RovalL CRYSTAL SALT CO, AND WERE SHOWN
THROUGH AMD THEY MADE US A PFRESEMNT OF TWO
CARTOMNS OF SALT, EARL VISITED KSL (RADIO
STATIOM), AFTER SOME DIFFICULTY FINDING 1T
WHILE IM SALT LAKE WE ALSO VISITED SOME OF
EARL'S HAM RADIO FRIENDS.

Mavy 21: LEFT SALT LAKE TODAY AND SAW TWO OF
EaARL'S AMATEUR RADID FRIENDS, WHERE WE
SFENT CONSIDERAEBLE TIME AMD WERE INVITED
TO DINMNER. 1M PROVO THERE WEREN'T ANY HAMS
AT HOME, SO WE WENT 0N AND CAMPED AT RICH-
FIELD.

May 22: MaADE BRYCE CANYOMN ABOUT NOON TO
2aY. YWE WERE IM SOME RAIMN ©MN THE WaY AMD IT
IS STILL CLCUDY, BRYCE CANYON IS A MASS OF
FIMMACLES FORMIMNG CASTLES AMD CHURCHES
AND CATHEDRALS AND ANYTHING YO WISH TO
FICTURE.

Maxy 23 & 24: SPENT THESE TWD DAYS EXPLORING
THE TRAILS AMND TODAY | WALKED TC TROPICS,
A LITTLE TOWMN 14 MILES BY ROAD BUT ONLY S
MILES BY TRAIL THROUGH THE CANYOMN.

May 25 & 286 VERY WINMDY THESE TWoO DAYS BUT WE
HAD FUM AMYWAY WE COT ACOUAIMNTED WITH
THE RAMGER, R. B. MCALISTER AMD COGKED
SEVERAL MEALS TOGETHER. TODAY WE HELPEDR
HiM DE-HORMN & BUMNCH OF STEERS.

How about that? The National Park Ranger was
running hiz own herd of cows on park land. Taday
this might be viewed as a conflict of interest!

May 27 WE LEFT BRYCE LATE THIS MaNDAY MORMN-
ING AMD DELIVERED A LETTER FOR THE RANGER'S
WIFE IN KANABR, WHERE THEY HAVE A STORE AND
GAS STATICH. WE ARE VERY CLOSE TO ZION Ma-
TIOMAL PARK TODAY AMD ARE CAMPFED [N A DEEF
CANYOM, ALMOST FORGOT T STATE THAT WE
PASSED AN OLD HISTORIC PLACE OF THE IMNDIAN

Days, PIFE SPRIMNGS MATHOMAL MONUMENT, AN
CASIS IM THE DESERT. THE ROAD Was VERY
ROUGSH FROM FREDOMIA TO WHERE WE ARE. |
THINK IT WILL BE BETTER THE REST OF THE WAY.
THE OLD FORT AT FIPE SPRINGS STILL STANDS
AND SURELY HAS ENCUGH LOOP HCLES INIT,

May 28; FOUND ZIoN PARK VERY MICE INDEED. [TIS5A
LARGER CAMYOMN WITH SOME OF THE WALLS TOW:
ERING 2 500 FEET HIGH. VWE WAL KED UP TC CAN-
Yol TRAIL AS FAR AS WE COULD &0, THE EAST
WALL OF THE CAMYON SEEPS 'WATER ALL OVER
AMND THEY CALL THEM WEEFING ROCKS.

Ray Everett in Zion Mational Park

May 20 CLIMEBED LaADY MOUNTAIM TODA — 2 B00
FT. ABCVE THE CANYOMN FLOOR, TWO MILES OF
TRAIL, TWO THOUSAND FEET OF CASLE TO HELP
THE CLIMBERS AND 1,400 STEPS CARVED IN
SOLID ROCHK,

May 30, LEFT ZION THIS MORMING AND BACK
TRACKED THE DISTAMCE T WHERE WE LEFT
THE B9 HISHWAY. (TAMPED . TOMIGHT VERY NEAR
GRAND CAMNYOM.

MaAY 31 HAD OUR FIRST GLIMPSE OF GRAND CAN
YoM TODAY FROM THE MORTH RiM. DIDN'T THINK
SO MUCH OF IT, BUT PEQFPLE SAY THE S0UTH RIW
VIEW IS FINE.

JUNE 1 WORKEDR ON THE CAR A LITTLE TODAY AND
LAID ARCHAMND CCaARMP

JUME 2: LEFT THIS MORMNING FOR THE SOUTH RiM,
WHICH IS5 13 MILES BY AIR, 23 MILES BY TRAIL
AND 250 MILES BY ROAD. CAME WITHIN 35 MILES
OF CAMERON TODAY. THE ROADS ON THE NORTH
SIDE OF THE RIVER WERE TERHISLE, CTAMPED
ABOUT 35 MILES THIS SIDE OF CAMERON TO-
MHIEHT,

JUNME 3 WENT ON TO THE CAMP GROUNDS ON THE
SOUTH RIM OF THE CANYOM ANMD ARRNED HERE
AT &30 PM.

JUME 4: SPENT THE DAY LOOKIMNG AT THE GRAMD
CANYOMN FREOM THE SCUTH RIM TODAY AND MAK:
NG THE DRIVES T THE DIFFERENT VIEW POINTS.
WYE WERE ADCOMPAMNIED BY SOME FEQFLE FROM
MEORASKA WHOM WE MET LAST NIGHT.



JUNE 5. QOUR

MEBRASKMS FR ENDOS AMD MYSELF
MADE THE TRIF DOWN BRIGHT ANGEL TRAIL TC
THE RIVER TODaY. [T 1S SOME MAD RIVER. THERE
WaAS A MNATURAL SWIMMING POOL AT THE MOUTH
OF A CREEE. JUST AT THE RIVER'S EDGE, WHERE
WE BOTH TOOK A GOOD SWINM

JUNE &: LEFT GRAND CAMYON PARK BEHIND AMD
ARE TRAVELING WITH "NEBRASKA.” WE REACHED
PHOEMIX THISE EVEMIMNG,

JUME 7 LoOoKED PHOERIX OVER THIS MORMIMNG AMND
TRAVELED ABOUT HALFWAY TG YUMA THIS AFTER

NOON, PROPOSED TOWH SIGHTS ARE LAID OUT
ALL ALOMNG THE WAY TO BE WATERED BY BOUL-
DER DAkt

Earl Everett and the bug in the Painted Desert in Arizona

JUME 8: PASSED THROUGH YumMa AND HaAD TO
OPEN UF ALL OUR STUFF AS THEY DO NOT WWARMT
o CARRY COTTORN BOWLMWEEWIL ARD OTHER
THINGS TO CALIFORMIA, THE COLORADO RIVER
IS THE BEQUNDARY OF CALIFORMIA AND ARIZOMNA
— CLEAR TO THE EOUTHERN POINT OF NEVADA.
WENT CLEAR TO SAN DIEGO TODAY

JunE 2 DROVE ALL AROUND TOWE TODAY AND
TOOK A LONMG LOOK AT THE WATERFRONT TOOK
A SIGHTSEEING TRIP ALOMG THE BAY TODAY, VIS
(TIMG BATTLESHIPS AND SUBMARINES. WE WERE
MADE A PREEEMT OF A HALIBUT ANDO AMOTHER
B BARRACLDA FISH, WHICH WE HAD FOR SUR
FER AND BREAKFAST.

JUNE 100 WENT TO TIJUANA, MEXICC TODAY WHERE
WE STAYED TwWD OR THREE HOURS, THEM WE
DROVE ON TO ABDUT HALPWAY TO LOS AMNGELES,
CALIFORMIA,

JUNE 11! DROVE TO LONG BEACH TODRAY ANL
FOUND QUITE AN AMUSEMENT RESORT. ALSO
WENT SWIMMING., STAYED QUITE AWHILE THEM
DROVE TO A4 TOURIST PARK BETWEEN LA, AND
LomG BEACH.

JUNE 12: DROVE IN NEBRASKA'S CAR TO WILMING
TON WHERE WE TOOK THE BOAT TO CATALINA IS
LAMD. HAD A WONDERFLUIL TIME ANMD SAW FLYING
FISH On THE WAY.

AUME 13, DROVE TO Los AMNGELES AMND LOST QUR
NEBRASKA FRIENDS IM THE TRAFFIC, WHICH WAS
THE LAST 'WE SAW OF THEM. YWENT TO SEE CLR
FRIEMDS. MYERS, IN L.A. WHICH 15 OUR DESTINA-
TOMN FOR THE TIME BEING.

Dad told me they arrived in Los Angeles with 10¢
and a banana! It’s a good thing they had some
friends to stay with.

Meeding money for the rest of the trip. they
looked for work. Earl, being the oldest, thought
he would have no trouble finding a job. As luck
would have it, Dad got a job first. He got a job a3
an slectrician’s helper on a new hotel heing built
at Fifth and Figueroa streets. He was cutting and
threading water pipe, which 1z what was used
for electrical conduit. He also wheeled concrete
on a catwalk several stories up. Earl got a job at
Westinghouse Electric.

The two stayed with friends and waorked about

five weeks; then hit the road again.

JULY 22 MADE THE CAMFGROUND [N THE FARK
ABOUT 11:30 A.M. AND MET TWO BOYS FROM
LA WHO JUST CAME IM WHEN WE DID. THEY ARE
ON THEIR VACATION. WE CAMPED TOGETHER AND
HAD A HEAL SWIM THIS EVENIMG. THEIR NAMES
WEKE LAWREMCE (aLlaS “REDT) AND GEORGE

AMNDERSOM,

Juy 23 THE GIANT
TO SEE. WE WENT
WEMNT FOR A HIKE

SEQUIDIAS ARE SURELY MICE
SWINMMIMG TYWICE TODAY AND

Deep in the Redwoeds, Ray and Bug

JULY 24 WENT SWIMMING ADD HIKING THIS MORR
NG, THEM DRCVE DOWN TO AMOTHER SWIMMING
HOLE ABOUT 25 MILES OUT OF THE FARK AND
CAMPED [H THE FOOTHILLS TQMNIGHT

JULY 25: ToDay WE LEFT OUR FRIENDS AMD MADE N
SEMITE Park ABOUT 4:30 P.M. HAD A BLOWORT
TOoODAY AMND TORE A GOOD TUBE ALL LUF. WEPUT A
TIRE N THAT WE JUST BOUGHT IN FRESND

JULY 26 MADE ALL THE DRIVES IN THE PARK TODAY
AMD Saw YOSEMITE FALLS. BRIDAL VAL FALLS
MIRROR LAKE AND ALL POINTS OF INTERES]



JuLy 27 LEFT YOSEMITE PARK TODAY AMD TRAV- HAVE SOME TROUBLE WITH THE FRONT VALVE

ELED TC SAN FRAMCISCO AND DAKLANMD. WE MOT WORKING. GOT TO SEATTLE OR AND STAVED
CROSSED THE SAM FRANCISCO BAY BRIDGE JUST AT OUR FRIENDS, MR, AMND MRS, RICSEY, IN OME
RECEMNTLY COMFLETED AMD IT 1S OVER 7 MILES OF THEIR HOUSES
LOMG, LONGEST IN THE WORLD, CROSSED BACK AUGUST 2. FIXED OUR CAR THIS MORMING. WASN'T
o CakLAMD OM THE FERRY BOAT FROM Sai MUCH TROUBLE AS THE FROMNT CAMSHANFT BEAR
FRAMNCISOO AND DROVE FIVE MILES TO A TOURIST ING HAD TURMED, MOT LETTIMG THE TAPPET COME
CAMP. DOWH. WENT TO A PICHNIC TODAY,
JULY 27 FIXER A TIRE TODAY AMD LOOKED TAK AUGUST 3: WENT T BREMERTOMN Mavy YaRD ToDAY
LAND OVER., THEM FERRIED BACK TO FRISCO AMD VISITED THE BATTLE SHIPS.
AMD LOCKED IT OVER. THIS IS SUNDAY. THEM WE AucusT 4 T B, HaD MANY FIME FICNICS AND
FERRIED MORTH ACROSS THE GOLDEMN (GATE AND LOSKED ARQLUND SEATTLE, SPENT ONE DAY N
TOOK THE REDWODD HIGHWAY MAKIMNG ABOU BalLLARD AND THE LOCKS
30 MILES CM IT, HAD TOUCGH LUCK TODAY., WE ALUGLIST 9 STARTED BACK FOR BOISE AFTER BUYING
PUT A HEAWY BOOT LAST MICHT IM OMNE OF FROMT A COUPLE OF TIREE. MADE PORTLAND OK AND
TIRES AMD OUR CAR WOLLD SHIMMY IF WE WENT CAMPED AT THE DALLES TOMIGHT,
OVER 20 MILES PER HOUR. FINALLY HIT UPON THE AUGUST 10, TRAVELED TODAY WITHOUT FURTHER M-
TROUBLE CIDENT AND ARRIVED BACK IM BOISE, [DaH0. GUR
JuLy 28: TRAVELED THROUGH THE REDWOOoDS STARTIMNG FLACE ABCUT LLOO PM, MADE THE
TODAY AND CAMPED TOMISHT IM A STATE FARK WHOLE TRIF K AND HOPE TO MAKE AMOTHER
ABCOUT 10 MILES NORTH OF EUREKA, CALIFOR- THIS NEXT SUMMER.
MiA. HAVE SEEN THE OCEAN MOST OF THE TIME
TODAY Dad and Earl must have been anxious to get
JULY 290 HAD TOUGH LUCK TODAY. LOTS OF FLAT home as the last day's drive was 359 miles, which
MNRES ALL CAUSED BY FPUNCTURE IM THE RiM SIDE included L'I'flf‘:-.'!iﬂf_’: the BElue Mountains in {}r’(l-!f.‘|||
OF THE TUBE. WE FOUND A PATCH WOMN T HOLD [ would say J69 miles in one {Ln;,- was pretty
PHERE, SUOERRHAIEE SN GAaa L GaT good for a 1915 Model T Ford. Thiz car was
FERMIT FOR OREGOMN, CAMPED ABOUT 20 MILES

equipped with magneto lights and they drove at
night in order to get home
The following summer Dad and Earl continued

THIS SIDE OF PORTLAND
Jury 300 REACHED FORTLAMD EARLY THIS MORN
ING AMD GOT SEVERAL LETTERS WHICH WE WERE

VERY GLAD TO RECEIVE. DROVE CLEAR TO MoUNT t%‘:.‘:ir' trip, guing east. Dad didn’t keep a |Jiﬂ:'.'!' o
RAMIER TODAY, GOT A WASHINGTON PERMIT IM the trip east but told about their adventure. They
VANCOLUVER travelled through Yellowstone National Park to
JuLy 31 LOTS OF SNOW UP HERE. SAW SOME BEARS points in Nebraska and Minnesota. They camped
AMD GOT SOME PICTURES OF THEM. GSOT SOME each nmight alomg the road and even found &
FIME PICTURES OF A CHIPMUMNE WHO GOT IN OUR gravel pit in New York City. From New York they

followed the Atlantic coast all the way o the tips
of the Florida Reys.

While crossing Florida they drove off the read
and set up camp in the swamps. That night they
could hear animals slithering about and decided
to hreak camp and leave in the dark,

A\ .

Camping in the snow, Earl and Bug

RICE AMD HE SOT TAME ENQUGH FOR US TO PET

HIM, T-DC!H. SOME LONG HIEES IN THE SMNOAY
AUGUST 1. STARTED FOR SEATTLE THIS MORMIMG

EUT COULON'T MAKE MLEH HEADWAY AS WE

East Coast trin, 1930



Ly, ——I‘ fenders. The farmer said he could have 1t,

zo Dad hauled it home He spent the next
l4 - '. - " 22 years gathering parts and restoring
bl : ; Bug to her original condition as she
appeared on that trip in 1929, The engine
block, counter balanced cranlehaft, and
A.valve Rajo head were found in Everett,
Washington. A Maxwell steering gear and
spring type shock absorbers were located
in Texas through an ad in Hemmings
- Motor Netws.
() Dad made the patterns for the spiral
wheel disc and restored them in their
W original red, white and blue eolors.
i This trip was truly one of the highlights
" of Dad’s life and a greal adventure for two
boys and a 1918 Model T bug. (]
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Ed. Note: Ray Everett passed away in
1989 and his son Francis inherited his
dad’s prized possession af thal time. While
Francis hasn't put the miles on if that his
dad and unele did, he doss get it out from fime
to time. Like his dad, Francis treaswres this bug

just the way it was when it toured the country

Earl and Bug in Palm Beach, Florida, 1930

In Georgia they were victimized by a gas
stabion owner wha sold them more gas than
their tank could hold. It was a gravity type clear
vision pump and the station owner had a secret
lever which directed part of the fuel back into the
underground tank. Rather than get into an
argument they paid for the gas and left.

Earl built a portable ham radio set to
take on this trip. When in the eastern U.S.
he talked to many hams in the area. From |
his call letters they thought he was in the
western U8, His ham radio friends were |
very congenial, wanting to meet Ray and |
Earl and inviting them to dinner. They finally
quit using the radio because it was taking too
much of their travel time.

A maodification they made on the bug was
ta paint the metal wheel discs black. The
spiral red, white and blue barber pole stripped
wheel covers cansed too much attention

In 1931 Dad traded hiz Model T bug to the |05
lacal Ford dealer in Beoise, [daho. He bought a
new 1931 Ford Model A and received a $50.66
cradit for Bug.

The Ford bug was purchased by a man who
used it to haul boot-leg whiskey from Nevada to
Boise.

As time went on, dad lost track of Bug
but proudly hung two pictures of it in his auto
zhop.

In 1956 a man came into his shop and
noticed the pictures. He said he had been
surveying grain fields for the government and
had scen a car body that looked like Bug

Ot to the farm they went and there in the |8
sage brush was the remains of dad’s Bug! All
that was left was the body and the two rear

in the Inte twenties and early thirties. The pietures
below are as it appears foday.




