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his first annual Speedster Reunion,

held in Lincoln, MNebraslka, was co
hosted by the Smith Collection Museum Eegg
and the Model T Ford Club of America.

The purpoze of this event was fo
bring together enthusiasts of Ford
apeedsters and racing machines devel- |
oped during the Model T era and to share
information on their history, restoration,
maintenance and construction. Enthusi-
asts wore -'1*.L'1rlr|':i,z=_'nr| Lo b T their Tara

specdsters, racers, and speed/accessory

equipment. Using a regular touring for-
mat. aloeng with an n'..ﬂ:-"l;‘nl‘lri'ln:_{ progY
for the ladies, this event was particularly |

designed for all those regula Model T

P

ol ke ‘ho are restomng a spéadsier Or X 3
E.L & “:_].L i tﬂ li1 oy ',_[?jlf[.'g.-h-w-' - Erontenac Model T race car is on dispiay
an to y in the future. All four-cyhn- e P _

plan to do sa 1n the Juture Py in the Smith Collection

the largest known collection of antiue rac

ing engines. Sinee we last visited the Smith
Collection (see March-April 2000 issue), Lhe
museum has been maoved Lo a new and larger
faoility. The exhibit s magnificent.

On Monday evening, the event Kicked
off with a welcoming banquet, The primary
activity of the evening was the announce-
ment and establishment by the MTFCA of
its Model T Ford Speedster/Racer Hall of
Fame, which will reside in the Smith Collec-
tion. This entire subject is covered beginning
on page 36

1917 Laurel Speadster wilh . n I!‘q"‘-vsl‘.m"'.' 2 Mf'dﬁli T-ﬂr'#.” di'?.i"m-ﬁ
i 0 o from the Country Inn and Suites hotel in
Roof Type A 16-valve head is owned by Fred Houston

der speedsters and racers were invited and
several Model A speedsters and racers were
on hand, along with a Chevrolet speedster

Organizers of this event were Fred and
Lavina Houston, Mike and Brenda Bender,
Tarrvy and Sue Young and Larry and Bobhbi
Sigworth, all from the Model T Ford Club of
Tulsa

The Smith Collection Museum could not
have been a more perfect venue. “Speady”
Bill Smith and his wife Joyce have estab-
lished one of the world’s finest museums
with 100,000 square feet of automotive and

An original Craig-Hunt race car being

racing memorabilia. The museum houses readied for display in the Smith Colieciton




Lincoln and traveled to Nebraska City for
lunch. The tour encountered a little rain on
oceasion and somehow, several people lost
their way. However, all ultimately returned
zafely

On Wednesday and Thursday seminars
were held in the Smith Collection Museum.

s Mode! T Spead — A Historreal Overview -
was presented by Larry Sigworth. Larry [§
explained how the speedsier originally
evolved from racing cars produced by an-
tomobile manufacturers. Then, with the
advent of the Model T, a speedster-styled 8
car could be constructed inexpensively JES
and “hopped up.” A whole new industry
wWas crea Lﬂ‘d

o The Geniue of Ed Winfield and the res-
toration of the 1927 “Two Up and Two
Down Racing Machine” was presented
by Howard Genrich. The oripinal erank-
shaft and other original parts from the [
car were on display.

o Mereury Speedszter Story was presented
by Jarvis Erickson. Jarvis discussed the
Mercury company’s history and provided
a detailad review of the hody styles and
changes over the years. Several original
Mercurys were on display. The national
meating of the Mercury Speedster Club
oceurred during the Speedster Reunion.

e Ruckstell, the Man and his two-speed
axle was presented by Glen Chaffin. On
display were Perfecto and Ruckstell ax-
les, new Ruckstell parts and other speed
egquipment from Chaffin’a Garage.

Betty Kerbs Abel, grandson Josh, and Fred Houston with
whal is balisved o be tha first DOHC Model T enging ever
raced (during 1921 season). This dual ovemead cam
Craig-Hunt head was developed by Leonard Kerbs and
his machinist, John Schoabar, three years befora ifie DO
Fronty. This engine is now part of the Smith Collection

. ¢ The Cheprofet Brothers and their
;ﬁfd- Frontenac Speed Eguipment Company
was presented by Larry Sigworth and
Rick Linder. On display was Hick's fabu-

et I o - ot — Db |15 re-creation of the Fronty Ford Bar-
,.‘!Q EXPERIN .-.rmg \ N ] ber-Warnock race car, Number 27, which

by N - f raced in the 1924 Indianapolis 5.
¢ The Paco Speedster. Larry Sipworth,
the author of the Paco article that ap-
| peared in the March-April 2005 issue of
the Vintage Ford, was the presenter. In
cluded was history on the company and
restoration of his Paco spesdsters, Origi-

nal Paco speedsters were on display
- The ABC Speedsier was Larry
Young's topic. He provided history on
the company and 1ts models. He also diz-
Roof DOHC Model C head engine cussed the ‘E'EHL.t}]'HLiUIi ul"Jti:: ABC speed-
int the: Smith Collection. ﬁtm'._hewrr.'ﬁ original ABC speedster was

on display



¢ The Rajo and Gallivan Heads were cov-
ered by Larry Sigworth. Many of the Rajo

heads were on display, as well az a Gallivan

ENEINE

e Dave Dunlavy gave a Tribute to Murray
Fahnestock. For several decades the techni-
+a] editor of the Ford Guner & Dealer mag-
azine, Murray's contributions to repairing
and maintaining the Model T Ford, along
with ads from the magazines, formed the
basis for three different books published by
Dan Post in the 1950a.

e Fred Houston recalled Noel Bullock’s As
tonishing Victory with his Rajo Ford racing
machine at the 1922 Piles Peak Hill Climb,
Noel's daughter, Lorma Linda Bullock (zoh
ble, was present.

« Rohert M Reof — the Man and his Ma
chines was presented by Fred Houston
and Jim Roof (grandson of Robert Roaf). A
vestored 1917 Laurel speedster with Roof
Type A 18-valve head was on display, Other
Roof heads on display were Type B, Type
BB, Type C and several varieties of 8-valve
KHoof heads.

| ¢« Leon ard Kerhs, the Konsos Cyclone and

khiz 19271 DOHC Craig Hunt Head was pre-

gsented by Fred Houston and Betty Kerbs

Abel (daughter of Leonard Kerbs) This

wasa likelv the first DOHC Model T engine

raced. One of the DO Craig Huant engines
originally raced by Leonard
was on display.

Technical “How To" and

“Bhow and Tell” displays

and presentations included:

= A closer look al the Model

T Ford magneto by Steve

Coniff.

e Converting a Model T

era distributor to electronic

ignition was demonstrated
by John Bogne

¢« (Gary Lefever had two

cars on display: His Straight

Eight Model T speedster

and his Rajo BB speedster

in which he won the Tulsa

Chandler Park Hill Climb

seven times. Gary discussed
both cars and answered

questions on the Straight
- 4 : Eight car’s hizslory and the

This "in process” Morton & Brett-bodied racer was brought to history of the Tulsa Hill

the Reunion by Kaith Kruse and Richard Staadt Climb

Gary Lefever’s Straight Eight Model T speedster is
shown (above) and Rajo BB speedster (below)
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Rossie Morris of Albuguerque, New Meaxico brought the
single-seat racer he drove in the Great Race

+« Model T Ford cam design and display of
Stipe cams by Larry Young, Steve Conilf,
and Bill Stipe

e The Montana 500 — A really nice display
with discussiona by Dave Huzon, Dennis
Dakan (2005 Montana 500 winner), Steve
Coniff, Nick Nicholas and others. Trophies
were presented to Karen and Dennis Da-
kan and the Montana 500 Association in
honor of Dakan’s 2005 victory and the
Montana 500 Association’s contribution to
the hobby

e Members of the Northwest Vintage Speed-
sters were present with a display about
their activities

e KC Warford transmission by Elmer Layne

s High-Tech speed equipment and hemi head
by Kirk Wright

s Ruckstell parts and speed eqguipment trom
Chaffin's Garage

s And many, many mare items

The zeminars and discussions ware held in
a large meeting room in the Smith Collection
Muscum. The participanis toured the Smith
Collection during their “free time.”

Friday, there was a tour to the Strategic Air
Command Museum hosted by the Nebraska-
land Chapter of the MTFCA and that evening a
closing banquet was held with Ed Archer as the
guest speaker

The event was well received and well at-
tended and a lot of information was exchanged,
making us all more knowledgeable and appre-
ciative of Model T racers and speedsters. The
date for next year’s Speedster Reunion has not
heen set—however, watch for an announcement
in the Vintage Ford. ]

Extreme Competition

by Fred Houston
‘ i Tith a cat-aphonic roar to announce its

unforgettable arrival, the sweet, savage
music of Louie Chevrolet’s mighty Frontenac
Overhead creation reverberates off nearby
buildings,

Awesome power such as this, the world has
not heretofore witnessed. The women and chil-
dren have been directed to the back.

This is no mere 20 HP factory Ford wonder.
Thiz is the real thing, four hot eylinders packed
with potent power. Heads turn as the snarling
and oil dripping RED BEAST comes into view
and rolls forward to take a place 1n line

Over 60 temperamental horzes caged with-
in these over-bored cylinders, angrily snorting
and fed by the huge oversize, barral-valve Win-
field carburetor

Coolly the driver waits, elbows paral-
lel, hands at ten and two on the timeworn
four-spoke wheel. Timing lever is fully ad-
vanced, oil pressure perfect and water tem-
perature high.

Life is good.

The crowd is now chanting in an ev-
erdnereasing crescendo, “Four Banger, Four
Banger.” The line shortens, as each preceding
car leaves in turn, flexed museles snap the
Ruckstell shifter into low range, a quick jab
at the throttle revs the moaning machine, He
slowly lets out the clutch, hundreds of pounds
of precision controlled pressure massage the
rotating 25 steel disks and as they become one,
the hrute lurches forward a few feet.

Evening dust and castor oil-ladened smoke
swirl around the curved leather-strapped hood
before him. Forged wvanadium steel rocker
arms dance and the powerful American Bosch
magneto screams. The ground trembles. Sens-
es are maxed.

At last the way is clear. The car in front

is gone. suddenly; a snarling green machine |
pullz up alongside. With one more piercing jab |

at the Williams throttle, one more lurch, the
desigmated position is reached.

There’s a quick glance in the hind-view
mirror, then the driver adjusts the gopples
that just may save his life, he licks his parchod
lips one last time before leaning over the worn
leather padding to yell into the box on the left,
“T'd like two cheeseburgers, two large fries and
two diet cokes, please.” ]




